
WEEK 1 | WHEN OUR FAITH IS TESTED 

DISCOVER: Before and while you read these passages ask the Spirit of God 
to illuminate your heart and mind and bring conviction and clarity of his truth 
for your life. Study the text and take some time during your own personal study 
to ask these four key questions:  

1. Who is God (what does this passage tell me about God’s character)? 
2. What Has God Done (how do I see God’s character in action here)? 
3. Who Am I (how does God’s character and action shape how I see myself)?  
4. What Do I Do (if I believe 1-3 how would I respond and relate to others)?  

Scripture: James 1: 1-4 

NURTURE: Confess out loud to one another areas of personal struggle or 
unbelief that the Spirit revealed during your personal study. Let the Spirit lead 
you to repentance and belief in the gospel as you work through this passage. 

1. James identifies himself as first and foremost “a servant of God and of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” What attitudes and behaviors characterize a servant?  

2. What fears and concerns arise in your heart when you consider God’s call to be 
a servant?  



3. In what particular situations do you need to let God melt your fears of being a 
servant?  

In the sermon we learned that trials are inevitable. James referred to them 
as “various kinds,” meaning they can take on many forms and carry varying 
degrees of intensity. 

We also learned that trials have a purpose. God allows and uses these 
periods of adversity to shape our character and deepen our trust in Him.  

4. Consider this definition: “A trial is anything presented to us in life that on the 
one hand may cause us to disobey or disbelieve God or, on the other, may 
confirm us in obedience and belief and strengthen our character.” What insight 
does that definition give you as to what is going on when you face trials?  

5. In The Hiding Place, Corrie ten Boom writes, “There is no pit so deep but He is 
not deeper still.” In this section of James, we see trials of various kinds and tests 
of faith designed to make us "perfect and complete, lacking in nothing” (v.4). God 
meets us at the point of our deepest need. Where is God meeting you today? What 
challenges are you facing in this season of life? Discuss how your faith is 
currently being shaped by the trials and tests of daily life. 

ACT: In light of your time together, what steps will you take to act on your new 
discoveries and affirmed beliefs? Listen and obey the Spirit as he calls us to bear 
fruit in keeping with repentance. Consider these questions:  

1. How will you practically pursue joy in your hard times?  

2. What are some ways that God is asking you to be steadfast so that His work can 
have it’s full effect?  

3. What are some ways this week that you will choose to pursue your identity as a 
doulos (servant) of God?  

What will you DO and who will you TELL about what God has 
done?


