
WEEK 7: THE WORKS OF OUR WORDS

DISCOVER: Before and while you read these passages ask the Spirit of God 
to illuminate your heart and mind and bring conviction and clarity of His truth 
for your life. Study the text and take some time during your own personal study 
to ask these four key questions: 

1. Who is God (what does this passage tell me about God’s character)? 
2. What Has God Done (how do I see God’s character in action here)? 
3. Who Am I (how does God’s character and action shape how I see myself)? 
4. What Do I Do (if I believe 1-3, how will I respond and relate to others)? 

Scripture: James 3:1-12 

NURTURE: Confess out loud to one another areas of personal struggle or 
unbelief that the Spirit revealed during your personal study. Let the Spirit lead 
you to repentance and belief in the gospel as you work through this passage. 

1. In the last part of chapter two, James seemed to be writing about how our 
works matter far more than our words. The start of chapter three is all about just 
how important our words are. Why do you think James makes this transition? 

2. What seems to be most important for the follower of Christ; your works or your 
words? What is the source of both? (see Matthew 12:34) 

3. James describes the tongue as a restless evil that no human can tame, and a 
destructive fire set ablaze by hell. Reflect on this past week and what kind of 
words you used (aloud and online). Take a moment to confess. 



4. James uses two more analogies; a spring that can produce either salt or fresh 
water, not both, and a fig tree and grape vine that grow distinct fruit. His 
argument is that a follower of Christ, likewise, ought not to speak destructive or 
careless words. What type of words are fitting of the Christ follower? 

5. What hope do we have to tame the tongue set on fire by hell? How can we be a 
spring of fresh, life-giving water with our words? (see Acts 2:1-11) 
 
What lies are the Spirit asking you to repent (‘turn away’) from? Have you 
been more rooted in the true, life-giving Word of God this week, or the words 
of our culture? Be honest with your self-examination. The call to believe is to 
remind ourselves that only the Word of God can restore us and make us 
whole, and that only He is worthy of our whole selves. Take some time to 
speak to one another about God’s love for us. 

ACT: In light of your time together, what steps will you take to act on your new 
discoveries and affirmed beliefs? Listen and obey the Spirit as he calls us to bear 
fruit in keeping with repentance. Consider these questions: 

1. What good works has God prepared for you to walk in this week? How will you 
walk in those in a way that will BLESS others? 

2. Who will you tell about God’s love and grace in your life? How will you remind 
yourself of it? 

What will you DO and who will you TELL about what God has done?


