
WEEK 12: PERSEVERANCE FOR THE POOR

DISCOVER: Before and while you read these passages ask the Spirit of God 
to illuminate your heart and mind and bring conviction and clarity of His truth 
for your life. Study the text and take some time during your own personal study 
to ask these four key questions: 

1. Who is God (what does this passage tell me about God’s character)? 
2. What Has God Done (how do I see God’s character in action here)? 
3. Who Am I (how does God’s character and action shape how I see myself)? 
4. What Do I Do (if I believe 1-3, how will I respond and relate to others)? 

Scripture: James 5:7-12 

NURTURE: Confess out loud to one another areas of personal struggle or 
unbelief that the Spirit revealed during your personal study. Let the Spirit lead 
you to repentance and belief in the gospel as you work through this passage. 

1. Last week we heard James address the wealthy and powerful. Now he turns 
his attention toward the poor and powerless. Which do you tend to identify more 
with? 

2. James’ address to the poor is to ‘be patient’. What is it we are to patiently wait 
for? Why is patience important? (see James 1:2-4) 

3. The farmer waits patiently for the seed to grow, but sometimes the weed grows 
more quickly. What are the weeds growing in your life? What are the areas you 



lack patience? How can you pluck out the weeds while tending patiently to the 
good seed? 

4.James seems to switch gears and discuss the importance of being true to our 
word in verse 12. Read Jesus’ words in Matthew 5:34-37. How is James imitating 
Christ here? What does this message seem to have to do with the message of 
patiently awaiting the coming of the Lord? 
 
What lies are the Spirit asking you to repent (‘turn away’) from? What have 
you been abiding in or placing your loves and delights in? Has that produced 
good fruit in your life? Be honest with your self-examination. The call to 
believe is to remind ourselves that only the love of God can produce truly 
good fruit in our lives, and that only He is worthy of our love. Take some 
time to speak to one another about God’s love for us. 

ACT: In light of your time together, what steps will you take to act on your new 
discoveries and affirmed beliefs? Listen and obey the Spirit as he calls us to bear 
fruit in keeping with repentance. Consider these questions: 

1. What areas of your life is the Spirit calling you to repent and practice more 
patience? How can you live more patiently in those circumstances as a sign 
pointing to the coming of the Lord? 

2. How has God been patient with you in your life? Who will you tell about God’s 
patient love and salvation this week? 

What will you DO and who will you TELL about what God has done?


