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CHAPTER OVERVIEW 

Luke 3 has three main parts. The first 20 verses lay out the ministry of John the Baptist.  In 3:21-22 Luke 
gives us a brief telling of Jesus’  baptism.  The rest of the chapter (3:23-37) is the genealogy of Jesus.  
Luke and Matthew both give us Jesus’ geneology.  This was important for the gospel writers because 
they wanted to alert their readers that Jesus’ story is actually the continuation and climax of the Old 
Testament story, Israel’s story.  Sunday’s sermon will focus on Jesus’ baptism.  And this guide will look at 
the ministry of John the Baptist. 

LISTEN 

Tools for the Task 
If we are going to hear what the Spirit has to say to us through the Gospel of Luke over the next several 
months, we have to get some good tools for listening to the text.  Reading is good, and I hope you have 
a good paper bible.  We preach from the NIV on Sundays, so you may want to get a quality NIV if you 
don’t have one.  But what about listening to the text?  Here are three free resources that I have found to 
be quite helpful.  They each attempt to do something different and I find myself picking up different 
things from the text as I listen.   

• Bible App If you pull up the NIV on this app, there is an option to listen to the audio.  British actor 
Max McLean reads the text to you.  If you listen to Luke 3, don’t shut it off when you get to the 
genealogy.  Listen to him go through all the names.  The way he says “the son of Adam, the Son of 
God” at the end is, somehow, quite powerful! 

• Bible.is I’ve really liked this one for a long time. The NIV has a dramatized version.  It is fun because 
instead of one person reading it all, you hear dialogue between the different actors in the scene. 
 Warning, it can be a bit cheesy at times with the music and, especially, wait until we get to Luke 8 
and the demon possessed man. The legions are… well, you’ll see.  

• Streetlight This is a newer resource put out by a three man team from Chicago.  They are all 
people of color and read the NLT with passion and a good beat underneath.    

Touch Points 
Now that we have you resourced up, two passages from the prophet Isaiah are quite helpful to have 
echoing in your mind as you read Luke’s description of John the Baptist.  So get out your old paper 
bible and flip to Isaiah 40:1-9.  It is right in the middle of your Bible.  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A PRAYER 

Holy Spirit, breath of the Living God,  
use John’s example and John’s message  
to prepare me for the Lord’s coming, 
renew me in the Lord’s grace,  
and enable me to produce fruit of repentance.  
Amen.

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/bible/id282935706?mt=8)
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/bible-is-audio-bibles/id378075859?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/streetlightsbible/id1101412436?mt=8


• Isaiah 40:1-9.  God’s people had been exiled.  Everything they knew — their home, their lives, their 
rhythms —had been taken away.  But here Isaiah writes a poem of hope.  One day the King would 
return.  One Day, God himself would come back to them! And when he was going to come, he 
would send a messenger to prepare the way for the God, the King. You’ll see part of this passage 
quoted in our Luke text.  

• Isaiah 1:10-17 - Isaiah rails against the misuse of meaningful rituals saying that they aren’t going to 
be a guard against God’s judgment. Read these strong words to Israelites about 700 years before 
John spoke the words in Luke 3 to another generation of Israelites.  

IMAGINE 

Crowds, tax collectors, and soldiers all come to John asking for what Joel Green calls “a concretization” 
of John’s command.  It is as if they are saying, “Okay, we are baptized, we are repenting, we want to be 
ready for the Kingdom, so how specifically do we do it?”  They want him to give them some concrete 
examples of what it looks like to live for the Kingdom.  And note that for each, John’s answer has to do 
with contentment with money and not abusing your privilege at the expense of the underprivileged.  If 
John was talking to a group of people in our culture today, what do you think he would say to them?  

What would repentance look like for a stay at home mom with a toddler and infant? An ICE agent? A 
manager at Intel? 

FEEL 

Many in our Missio family have experienced different forms emotional and spiritual abuse.  One of the 
best parts of our Missio culture is a focus on grace and the gospel over dead works-based-religion.  In 
many ways, our community is a safe-haven for many who have grown up in legalistic and even abusive 
systems.  In light of this, John’s words sure seem harsh.  I suppose for many it reminds us of past 
experiences, perhaps even opening up old wounds.  Read John’s words in Luke 3:7-9 again.  What do 
we do with that?   

EMBODY / TABLE TALK  

1. John explained to different groups of people what repentance would look like for them.  The 
crowds were told to share with those who have less (3:11), the tax collectors are told to only collect 
the required taxes and not siphon off the top (3:13), and the soldiers are told to not extort or falsely 
accuse people. (3:14).  What is your profession and what do you suppose repentance would look 
like for you according to John?  

2. My son recently started playing Lacrosse.  An athletic protector or “cup, is part of the mandatory 
gear for the boys.  A few weeks into the season, the coaches noticed several of the boys not 
wearing one during practices.  They sent an email to the parents letting us know that they had to 
wear one and that they would be doing a “Cup Check” at the beginning of the next practice.  This is 
where they take a lacrosse stick and make sure the protective gear is there.  John’s call to 
repentance in Luke 3 is a cup check for us.  John calls us to be “all in.”  Let’s have a cup check 
conversation. Are we all “all in” for Jesus?  Are we ready to bear fruit in keeping with repentance, 
even if it hurts?  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