
	

April 7th – 13th, 2019 
      

A PRAYER 
God, help us to understand what you want us to 
understand. Help us to see what this story means for us, 
and what it meant for the people in the story. Help us to 
live with humility and love for You, and not for money. 
Remind us that You provide. Thank you for the 
discernment you give us. Help us to use it well. Spirit 
speak to us through this passage and move us to action 
that pleases you. 

 
 

CHAPTER OVERVIEW 

 
Chapter 12 of Luke begins a section that scholar Joel Green calls, “Vigiliance in the face of 
eschatlogical crisis.” Let’s unpack these themes together. Chapter 12 begins with Jesus 
telling his disciples to be vigilant against the teaching and practices of the Pharisees who 
were missing the Messiah right before their eyes. However, even in crisis and pending 
death, the disciples are encouraged to fear not those who kill the body but the One who 
can take both body and soul. In the midst of crisis, the disciples need to remember the 
Father is for them and the Holy Spirit goes with them. 
 
Third, chapter 12 can be described as a large eschatological conversation, which means a 
theology of the end times. Throughout the chapter, Jesus is first encouraging the disciples 
to be watchful and expectant of God’s eschatological coming (12:35-48). Second, be ready 
for coming division and strife among family members because of your allegiance to the 
king and his kingdom (12:49-53). Third, be aware that the end is already near, it’s in your 
midst (12:54-59). 
 
The passage for this week will challenge our allegiance to Jesus who alone can provide 
freedom from anxiety and worry. And in light of our allegiance to Him, we can expect to 
face conflict and strife as we hopefully wait for his second coming. 
 
 

LISTEN 
 
Read The Parable of the Rich Fool (Luke 12:13-21) daily for a week or so in a couple of 
different versions. Read it in the context of the whole chapter. Allow it to soak in and 
challenge you. As you read, underline things that stand out to you.  
 
This story may seem like a separate passage from the next one about worry, but they 
actually flow together. Money and earthly possessions can create greed, covetousness, 
AND anxiety! God shows us that the way out of these sins is to seek His kingdom first. 
One of the themes for Luke is liberation and salvation. How do you see this play out in 
the story? 
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IMAGINE 
 

A SHORT STORY 
As I write this, I have just returned from walking my dog. It’s Sunday, and the neighborhood church was in 
session. As my little terrier Winston and I strolled by the quiet parking lot in the 72-degree weather listening 
to the birds, I felt truly happy for the first time in several days. I have anxiety that sometimes leads into 
bouts of depression, and it had been a doozy of a week. I soaked in the good feelings with deep breaths of 
fresh air.  
 
As I was walking, I looked down to see a crisp five-dollar bill on the ground, forcing me to make a choice. 
“Did someone lose it on the way into church? Did someone put it there as a good deed for the right person to 
find? I should take it, right? Am I the right person, though? Surely not. Someone else undoubtedly needs it 
more than us. I shouldn’t be the one to decide what happens to it.”  
 
My mind went a million miles an hour. I stood there for several minutes, stumped. I decided to leave it with 
rocks on top of it in case someone had lost it, and told myself I would take it if it was still there when I 
walked by again a few minutes later. I prayed as I walked, begging God to tell me what to do, and doubting 
myself with every step. 
 
“But what if God intended for ME to find it? What if he wants me to make the decision and I am discounting 
my God-given ability to discern where finances should go? Where would be the best place for it to go? Should 
I give it to the church it was in front of? Should I bring it to Missio tonight? Or maybe I could donate it to a 
charity…” As dramatic as this will sound, I was actually moved to tears as I approached the spot I’d left it. I 
still didn’t know what to do. I was still praying and still unsure. And then, I realized it was gone. 
 
What comes to mind in your own life when you read the parable of the rich fool? For me, 
it was this Sunday walk interrupted by finding money. I became so obsessed with trying 
to do the right thing that it drove me into worry. The rich fool allowed money to cultivate 
greed, and I allowed it to cause anxiety. I was so frustrated by the fact that I didn’t know 
what I was doing wrong, but I knew there was something missing because of my lack of 
peace. I thought I was seeking the kingdom by trying to make sure I was doing the right 
thing, but I missed out on the faith aspect. Literally the next command Jesus gives is to 
not be anxious. Luke emphasizes peace for those who hope in Christ. I was hoping in my 
own “right” action. Our hope is in Christ alone! 
 
When Jesus tells parables, he often allows people to grapple with a story instead of tying 
things together with a pretty bow. He invites us into contemplation. Spend time in 
prayerful contemplation, asking God to reveal to you what you need to hear. Is there 
greed, covetousness, or anxiety you need to wrestle with? 
 
  

FEEL 
  
Think of yourself as the man in the passage, talking to Jesus. He wants his brother to 
divide their inheritance, and he wants Jesus to tell him to do it. Instead of fulfilling the 
request, Jesus warns against greed. Rather than bending to the man’s will, he gives him 
the opportunity to be liberated from his attachment to money. How often do we seek 
Jesus to fulfill our will? What does it feel like when we come to him with our own plans? 
What would it feel like to be liberated from our own agendas? Where is Jesus inviting 
you into freedom and liberation? 
 



	

  

EMBODY / TABLE TALK 
  
This week, challenge yourself to give more than what you’re comfortable with. Think 
about things that could be holding you back from being “rich toward God”. Is there an 
area where you hold onto a comfort that you could be liberated from? Is there something 
you run to for your needs and desires when you could really be freed by running to 
Jesus? When you look to Him to satisfy you, you give Him the opportunity to do just that. 
Confess these areas to your missional community. Lent is a great season to challenge 
yourself to rely on God more than you’re used to. Take the opportunity!  
 
 

Created by Brianne Klopack 
 
 


