
	

May 26th – June 2nd, 2019         A Prayer 
 

 Father, help us to remember that all that Jesus did and accomplished 
was by the power of the Holy Spirit. And that your kingdom 
advances by prayer and the Holy Spirit through the ministry of 
Jesus. Let this give us an awareness of our dependence upon you so 
that following Jesus we might ask in prayer for your Spirit to bring 
life and liberty. We long to see others experience the transformation 
that is possible in Jesus and by the Holy Spirit. May our lives, like 

those of the ten lepers, be a glimpse of the kingdom and a window 
into what you are capable of God! In Jesus name, amen.  

 
 

CHAPTER OVERVIEW 

 
Chapter 17 issues a transition back to Jesus traveling to Jerusalem which is where the 
whole gospel is headed. But as he begins journeying towards Jerusalem, the disciples 
allegiance is questioned as the kingdom is coming upon them. Listen to these words of 
Joel Green that describe chapter 17-19: “This series of contrasts confronts Luke’s 
audience with the need for clear choices in relationship to the nature of his mission and 
their identification with God’s salvific purpose. The need for self-evaluation surfaces 
especially in Luke’s presentation of Jesus’ followers—who are apparently well 
intentioned, have participated in mission, and have been present for Jesus’ instruction, 
but whose misunderstandings and practices continue to separate them from the very 
ones to whom divine benefaction is directed.” Would these passages lead us back to 
Christ. 
 

LISTEN 
 
Carve out some time and commit to listening to this passage once every day this week. 
If/whenever you gather to discuss this guide with others read it out loud together from 
the NIV and the Message. Pay special attention to geography and the one who comes 
back.   
 
What to Remember When Reading: 

1. As hard as leprosy would have been physically, it would have exacted a far 
heavier toll socially (unclean, excluded) and spiritually (bearing the curse of God). 

2. The unexpected exemplary response of the Samaritan, the outsider, to the 
kingdom of God.  

3. There is an implicit theme of temple. The temple is where they are instructed to 
go to show themselves to the priest. It would also be the place where they would 
make the appropriate sacrifices and worship God. However, there is a question of 
which temple? Would it be the one in Jerusalem for the Jews or Mt. Gerizim for 
the Samaritans? Luke, however, suggests a third option that is summed up quite 
well by Joel Green, who writes, “People who discern God at work through Jesus 
worship God at his feet.” The worship of God and the temple of God are all being 
reimagined in light of Jesus! 
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IMAGINE 
 
Imagine the surprise that Luke’s audience must have felt when they learned that the 
man who came back to praise God was a Samaritan. Paying close attention to the text we 
realize that Luke suspends that detail until the very end. What do you think they had to 
reimagine upon hearing this man’s ethnicity. 
 
Who are the people that God is challenging you to reimagine, particularly as worthy 
recipients of God’s grace? Who is that God might be calling you to learn from that you 
would not usually consider an example or teacher? 

 
FEEL 
 
Have you ever been singled out in a large group. How did it feel? In what ways do you 
think your experience might have been similar to the Samaritans?  
 
How do you feel about the response of the nine who didn’t return? 
 
Finally, how would this story have made Luke’s audience feel? Is God trying to stir our 
hearts or perhaps knot our stomachs in some way that is similar? 
 

EMBODY / TABLE TALK 
 
Confess. Take time individually or in groups of 2-3 to confess your failure to return to 
Jesus in worship in response to you. Be specific. 
 
Celebrate. Take time together to tell stories of God’s grace and how it has been bringing 
healing or sing of God’s grace together. Perhaps take communion together, because this 
would be a vivid picture of the healing that God has extended to us and a call to worship. 
 
Commission. Ask someone to send you out with a reading of a Scripture that underscores 
our calling as witnesses and a prayer that pleads for God’s power to be visible in our 
lives, like it was in the lives of the ten lepers. 
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