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A PRAYER 
 

Jesus, as we hear of your miraculous works, change us by the 
power of your Spirit. Increase our trust in your power and 

authority in this world. Let your heart for those in pain and 
the way you pursue them compassionately inspire us to do 

the same. 
 
 
 
 

                

CHAPTER OVERVIEW 
 
Luke begins chapter seven with a geographical note, ‘he (Jesus) entered into Capernaum’. 
This town is at the center of much of Jesus’ ministry and is situated along the sea of 
Galilee. A town governed by a Centurion who, in contrast with the Pharisees who 
opposed healing on the Sabbath (ch.6), invited Jesus to come and heal his servant. This 
juxtaposition of cynical opposition and faith is perhaps one of the earliest stories that 
points toward the surprising inclusion of gentiles and more importantly to the continual 
invitation to believe.  
 
It is crucial to remember the missional manifesto that Jesus had proclaimed earlier 
utilizing the words of Isaiah sixty one and its relationship to this event. For, Jesus came 
to bring liberation and healing by the power of the Spirit. Jesus’ proclamation of mission 
(4:18-21) involved a claim that he had been given the authority and power to accomplish 
the purposes of God. The centurion recognizes and acts on the truth behind such claims. 
He therefore stands as a model of one who aligns himself with the purposes of God in 
faith.  
 
The rest of the chapter proceeds as a kind of litany that testifies to the link between what 
Jesus says and does. Moreover, it testifies to how this link fulfills the purposes of God. 
Inherent to his mission is a special concern for the least, lonely, and left out. This is 
manifested in a sweet manner in our Lord’s compassion for a widow who lost her only 
son. (7:11-17) Jesus knows just how vulnerable a woman without a husband or son(s) 
was in this cultural and social context. Jesus knows what is at stake. Therefore, Jesus acts 
in love to bring life out of death and light into what must have seemed like impenetrable 
darkness to this widow. God is doing something new to help his people and he is making 
a way where none existed previously.  
 
Jesus’ claim to be the Messiah and his instruction in the way of God is doubted by some 
(John the Baptist, Luke 7:18-23), affirmed by others (Luke 7:24-29), rejected by the 
religious leaders (Luke 7:30-34), and embraced in faith by those least expected (A 
centurion and sinful woman Luke 7:1-10,36-50). Here I want to point out that the 
bookends of this chapter are unexpected models of faith. The model is first a roman 
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centurion who might be associated with using his power to take advantage of others and 
a woman to whom most people would likely give a wide distance if they knew what she 
had done. But Jesus has come to bring healing of all kinds including physical, emotional, 
creational, and spiritual to every dimension of reality that has been stricken with sin 
sickness and to those who recognize their need. Thus, her recognition of need and 
response of faith makes her well. This is in fact Luke’s invitation to everyone who would 
hear or read the story and stories of Jesus. You and I are invited to recognize our need 
and receive liberation from illness, greed, shame, and chains of all kinds by believing in 
Jesus, the long awaited Messiah.  
 

LISTEN 
 
Grab your bible and open to Luke chapter 7. Read verses 11-17, the story about Jesus 
raising to life a widow’s dead son. Make a list of ten things you notice in the passage. 
 
Now, re-read the passage, slowly, and really sit with what’s happening. After you read, 
make a list of ten questions that you have about the passage. 

 
IMAGINE 
 
Close your eyes. Imagine you live in a small town on the outskirts of a big city. It’s a small 
community, where neighbors are friends. It wasn’t long ago you sat with your dearest 
neighbor as she grieved the loss of her sick husband. She held your hand and recounted 
stories of the love that changed her life. You wiped her tears as she shared her 
heartbreak with you. You never thought it possible that the overwhelming pain of loss 
would sink deeper only a short time later when her only son was taken as well. 
  
Today, you walk with her and the rest of the town to lay her son to rest. You don’t realize 
the crowd of people gathered around the gates because your vision is blurred by tears. 
It’s not until the bearers stand still and the procession stops that you realize something is 
happening. Is that Jesus? The man everyone has been talking about? What is he doing 
here and why is he moving towards the widow’s son? Isn’t he a Hebrew? Doesn’t he 
know he will be considered unclean by touching the coffin? He should be moving away 
from death! But at the sound of his voice, you watch the boy rise and begin to speak. In a 
matter of seconds, he goes from death to life before your eyes. 
 

FEEL 
 
What are you feeling as Jesus walks towards the boy and resuscitates him? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	

EMBODY 
  
What is your initial flinch when a friend is suffering or grieving? Are you 
uncomfortable? Do you want to fix or offer a solution? Do you want to run and offer help 
from afar? 
  
What does it look like for us to walk toward the pain and suffering of others? Jesus knew 
that touching the bier would make him unclean, but he chose to move forward in 
compassion towards death and darkness. Since she was a widow, Jesus knew the death 
of her only son would render this woman alone and vulnerable in a male-dominated 
society. But again, he moved towards her, restoring her son’s life and her standing in the 
community. We might not have the authority to raise the dead like Jesus, but through the 
power of the Holy Spirit we can bring light to the darkness of death and suffering by 
moving toward those who are grieving and reminding them they belong. 
  
Pray this week that God would open your eyes to the suffering around you and open 
your heart to engage with the people who are hurting. Lean on his Spirit to be a light to 
them in their pain. 
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