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Sage	Christians:	A	Guide	for	Missional	Christianity	
	

	

	
	
Problem:	Solely	a	Prophetic	or	Kingly	way	of	dealing	with	people	
Jesus,	Matthew,	Woe	to	You!	
	
Imagine that you say or write the following sentence to someone at home, or church, at work 
or online. You say: “I feel hurt. I feel as though something’s off or gone wrong.” Now imagine 
five ways that others might respond.  
 

• The Naïve Way: “Nothing’s wrong. Everything’s fine. You’ll be fine. There’s nothing to be hurt 
about.”  This response is what the wisdom of the Bible, calls, naïve. This person believes 
that faith and denial are the same things. Naïve love wants to keep the vibe light and 
the mood bright. It resists tears or complexity. Naïve love makes it unsafe to share a 
negative thought or emotion. Instead of weeping with those who weep, and rejoicing 
with those who rejoice, the naïve try to rejoice with those who weep, and weep at those 
who rejoice.	weep with those who rejoice and rejoice when others weep.1 The wisdom 
way of Jesus calls us to counter naïve love with generous invitation and wise 
instruction. Christians are never meant to naively relate to anyone.  

 
• The Foolish Way: “You’re the one who’s wrong! You want to talk about pain? You don’t even 

know what it means to hurt. You cause hurt just by the inept way you are talking. I’ll tell you about 
pain.” This response reveals what the Bible calls, folly. This person misguidedly equates 

																																																	
1	Dan Allender;Tremper Longman. Bold Love (Kindle Location 3334). Kindle Edition.  	
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Christian boldness with controlling anger. Foolish love is reactive and volatile. It 
assumes the worst about you and the best about itself. Foolish love robs you of ease, 
acceptance and human mistake making. Instead of weeping with those who weep and 
rejoicing with those who rejoice, folly tries to correct, rebuke or teach those who weep 
and will withhold rejoicing unless the joy has to do with themselves. The wisdom way 
of Jesus disrupts folly by means of creative, indirect and timely subversion. Christians 
aren’t meant to embrace folly in order to stand up for Jesus.  

 
• The Scoffing Way: “Everything is wrong. Everything is pain. You’ve got to learn to embrace it. 

Pain is joy. Wrong is pleasure.” The wisdom way of the Bible refers to this kind of voice as 
the scoffer. This person believes that the end justifies whatever means we want. The 
scoffer finds no meaning in life except to satisfy its own personal whims and pleasures. 
If the naïve rob you of your tears and the foolish rob you of your joys, the scoffer robs 
you of your dignity. The scoffer finds a pleasure in misuse and meanness. They take 
advantage of those who weep and try to tear down those who rejoice. The wisdom way 
of Jesus will offer direct, immediate and excommunicative confrontation to the scoffer’s 
forgery way of relating. 

 
• The Wounded Way: “I’ve probably caused it. I’m what’s wrong. You probably hate me.” 

Without care, the wounded soul can rob you of being comforted. You must always 
comfort them even if you are the one who has been hurt. This person can equate 
cynicism with authentic Christianity. Authentic about pain they cannot equally get real 
about what is beautiful or healing. Genuinely sinned against by others, the wounded 
can interpret every currently unknown person or thing in light of the painful persons 
and things they’ve previously known. The wounded are tragically tempted to choose 
naivete, folly or scoffing as their chosen way of getting through. In their wounds they 
don’t have the strength to weep with others or to enjoy the happiness of another. Jesus 
will wisely offer consolation and redirection to this forgery attempt at doing life in his 
name. 

 
Now imagine someone hears your concern and says something like: 
 

• The Wisdom Way: “I’m so sorry. Are you ok? I’m tempted to feel defensive, but I don’t want to 
be. Are you able to describe more about what hurts? Would you feel comfortable telling me more 
about what seems wrong? Maybe we can find our way together.” Wisdom doesn’t rob you of 
your tears, your joys, your dignity or your wounds. It is not threatened by your concerns 
and doesn’t covet or envy or dismiss your experience. Rather it provides you hospitable 
room to talk. The pace slows way down. Listening occurs. To understand clearly before 
judging wrongly takes center stage. Wisdom might invite, instruct, subvert, confront, 
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excommunicate or console you, but it does this in such a way that you are seen and 
known as you actually are without minimizing or exaggerating you. 

 
1.	The	Naïve	Neighbor:		Robs	you	of	your	tears	
	
A.	Characteristics	
1.	The	Naïve	Soul	Doesn’t	Like	to	Decide	Anything	
	
A.	The	Naïve	Wants	to	Keep	All	Options	Open,	even	unwise	ones.	
Proverbs	14:15	-	The	simple	believes	everything,	but	the	prudent	gives	thought	to	his	steps.	
	
	
B.	The	Naïve	Doesn’t	Want	to	Commit	to	Wisdom	or	Truth		
Proverbs	22:3	-	The	prudent	sees	danger	and	hides	himself,	but	the	simple	go	on	and	suffer	for	it.	
(also	Prov.	27:12)		
	
The	naïve	soul	is	impatient	with	anything	requiring	more	than	a	few	minutes	of	thought	
	
Proverbs	4:26	-	Ponder	the	path	of	your	feet;	then	all	your	ways	will	be	sure.	
Proverbs	5:6	-	she	does	not	ponder	the	path	of	life;	her	ways	wander,	and	she	does	not	know	it.	
“I	have	seen	among	the	simple	.	.	.	a	young	man	lacking	sense	.	.	.	(Proverbs	7:7)	
The	one	who	states	his	case	first	seems	right,	until	the	other	comes	and	examines	him.	(Proverbs	18:17)	
	
	
THEY	WILL	ONLY	LEARN	THE	HARD	WAY	
	“Strike	a	scoffer,	and	the	simple	will	learn	prudence;	reprove	a	man	of	understanding,	and	he	will	gain	
knowledge”	(Proverbs	19:25).	“When	a	scoffer	is	punished,	the	simple	becomes	wise;	when	a	wise	man	
is	instructed,	he	gains	knowledge”	(Proverbs	21:11)	
	
B.	Questions	(immediate	gratification)	

• “Who	will	show	us	some	good?	(Ps.	4:6);		
• They	tested	God	in	their	heart	by	demanding	the	food	they	craved.	They	spoke	against	God,	

saying,	“Can	God	spread	a	table	in	the	wilderness?	He	struck	the	rock	so	that	water	gushed	out	
and	streams	overflowed.	Can	he	also	give	bread	or	provide	meat	for	his	people?”	(Ps.	78:18-20)		

• “What	shall	we	eat?	What	shall	we	drink?	What	shall	we	wear?	(Matt.	6:31)	
• “Good	master,	what	good	thing	shall	I	do	that	I	may	have	eternal	life?	(Matt.	19:16)	
• The	Naïve	Critic	will	challenge	you	if	immediate	good	vibes	aren’t	happening.	If	something	isn’t	

fixed	quickly	or	if	complexity	or	sadness	is	allowed	to	linger.		
	

E.	Wise	Need:	Repeated	Invitation	and	Instruction	
Proverbs	9:4–6	
	
	 [4]	“Whoever	is	simple,	let	him	turn	in	here!”	
	 	 To	him	who	lacks	sense	she	says,	
	 [5]	“Come,	eat	of	my	bread	
	 	 and	drink	of	the	wine	I	have	mixed.	
	 [6]	Leave	your	simple	ways,	and	live,	
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	 	 and	walk	in	the	way	of	insight.”		
	
2.	The	Foolish	Neighbor:	Robs	you	of	contented	laughter	
Ecclesiastes	7:9	
	
	 [9]	Be	not	quick	in	your	spirit	to	become	angry,	
	 	 for	anger	lodges	in	the	heart	of	fools.	(ESV)	
Proverbs	19:3	
	
	 [3]	When	a	man's	folly	brings	his	way	to	ruin,	
	 	 his	heart	rages	against	the	LORD.	(ESV)	
	
A.	Characteristics	
1.	Reactivity:	Doesn’t	Know	how	to	Handle	Negative	Emotions	
	
Immediacy	(known	at	once)	
No	proportion/every	offense	is	equal	in	intensity	(ignores	an	insult)	
	
Proverbs	12:16	
	
	 [16]	The	vexation	of	a	fool	is	known	at	once,	
	 	 but	the	prudent	ignores	an	insult.	(ESV)	
Proverbs	29:11	
	
	 [11]	A	fool	gives	full	vent	to	his	spirit,	
	 	 but	a	wise	man	quietly	holds	it	back.	(ESV)	
	
Touchy,	takes	things	personally,	Doesn’t	pause	to	consider	(full	vent,	holds	nothing	back;	by	the	way,	a	
Misguided	view	of	authenticity)	
	
2.	Decides	without	hearing.	Doesn’t	Pause	to	Try	To	Understand	Your	Situation	
Proverbs	18:2	
	 [2]	A	fool	takes	no	pleasure	in	understanding,	
	 	 but	only	in	expressing	his	opinion.	(ESV)	
Proverbs	18:13	
	
	 [13]	If	one	gives	an	answer	before	he	hears,	
	 	 it	is	his	folly	and	shame.	(ESV)	
	
Makes	assumptions	about	you	
Doesn’t	ask	you	any	questions	(no	pleasure	in	understanding)	
Withholds	delight	in	you	(no	pleasure)	Hearing	your	story	is	an	intrusion	on	theirs.		
What	the	fool	feels	must	be	true	(his	opinion	expressed	only)	
	
Proverbs	28:26	
	
	 [26]	Whoever	trusts	in	his	own	mind	is	a	fool,	
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	 	 but	he	who	walks	in	wisdom	will	be	delivered.	(ESV)	
	
speck	in	your	own	eye	
Out	of	arrogance	or	out	of	self-pity/absorption		
Illustration:	Luke	12:19	
	
[19]	And	I	will	say	to	my	soul,	“Soul,	you	have	ample	goods	laid	up	for	many	years;	relax,	eat,	drink,	be	
merry.”’	[20]	But	God	said	to	him,	‘Fool!	This	night	your	soul	is	required	of	you,	and	the	things	you	have	
prepared,	whose	will	they	be?’	(ESV)	
	
The	naïve	person	can	listen,	ask	questions	and	try	to	understand	to	a	point—but	their	impatience	with	a	
bad	vibe	or	immediate	gratification	can	take	their	focus.	
	
3.	Make	Wrong	Assessments	and	Inflict	Relational	Damage	
Proverbs	10:14	
	
	 [14]	The	wise	lay	up	knowledge,	
	 	 but	the	mouth	of	a	fool	brings	ruin	near.	(ESV)	
	
Escalates,	without	provocation,	As	a	matter	of	fact,	always	has	to	have	the	last	word.	They	use	words	to	
frame	
	
4.	Always	has	to	have	the	last	word,	they	keep	the	fight	going.	Won’t	admit	wrong,	no	empathy	for	
how	you	feel,	they	have	an	answer	for	everything,	to	defend	every	slight,	they	keep	it	going	and	going.	
	
Proverbs	20:3	
	
	 [3]	It	is	an	honor	for	a	man	to	keep	aloof	from	strife,	
	 	 but	every	fool	will	be	quarreling.	(ESV)	
Proverbs	18:6	
	 [6]	A	fool's	lips	walk	into	a	fight,	
	 	 and	his	mouth	invites	a	beating.	
	
	 [7]	A	fool's	mouth	is	his	ruin,	
	 	 and	his	lips	are	a	snare	to	his	soul.	(ESV)	
	
Misquoting	the	Bible:	Proverbs	26:9	(also,	26:7)	
	
	 [9]	Like	a	thorn	that	goes	up	into	the	hand	of	a	drunkard	
	 	 is	a	proverb	in	the	mouth	of	fools.	(ESV)	
Ecclesiastes	10:12	
	
	 [12]	The	words	of	a	wise	man's	mouth	win	him	favor,	
	 	 but	the	lips	of	a	fool	consume	him.	(ESV)	
	
Proverbs	10:18	
	 [18]	The	one	who	conceals	hatred	has	lying	lips,	
	 	 and	whoever	utters	slander	is	a	fool.	(ESV)	
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Silent	Treatment:	

1. Feel	slighted	or	dishonored	or	hurt	
2. Give	no	benefit	of	the	doubt,	ask	no	questions,	assume	worst	motives,	say	nothing	
3. Withhold	delight,	love,	curious	interest,	not	only	in	that	area	of	life	but	in	all	areas	
4. Creates	condemnation	and	shame,	demands	and	expects	that	the	person	being	shunned	figure	

it	out,	if	they	don’t	it	just	proves	the	assumptions	
	
Proverbs	28:13	
	
	 [13]	Whoever	conceals	his	transgressions	will	not		 prosper,	but	he	
who	confesses	and	forsakes	them	will		 obtain	mercy.	(ESV)	
	
	
5.	Will	Not	Admit	Wrongdoing,	Will	rearrange	anything	to	avoid	being	taught	
Always	deflect	back	on	you	
Proverbs	17:10	
	
	 [10]	A	rebuke	goes	deeper	into	a	man	of	understanding	
	 	 than	a	hundred	blows	into	a	fool.	(ESV)	
	
Proverbs	27:22	
	
	 [22]	Crush	a	fool	in	a	mortar	with	a	pestle	
	 	 along	with	crushed	grain,	
	 	 yet	his	folly	will	not	depart	from	him.	(ESV)	
	
Matthew	25:1–13,	The	Parable	of	the	Ten	Virgins	
	
	
6.	Because	of	this:	Doesn’t	learn	and	keeps	repeating	the	damage	
	
Proverbs	26:11	
	
	 [11]	Like	a	dog	that	returns	to	his	vomit	
	 	 is	a	fool	who	repeats	his	folly.	(ESV)	
Proverbs	18:6–8	
	
	 [6]	A	fool's	lips	walk	into	a	fight,	
	 	 and	his	mouth	invites	a	beating.	
	 [7]	A	fool's	mouth	is	his	ruin,	
	 	 and	his	lips	are	a	snare	to	his	soul.	
	 [8]	The	words	of	a	whisperer	are	like	delicious	morsels;	
	 	 they	go	down	into	the	inner	parts	of	the	body.		
	
	
	
	

Weep with those who weep, rejoice with those who rejoice 
Correct those who weep, dismiss their rejoicing until they rejoice in me 
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The	Grace	of	Wise	Subversion:	
Proverbs	26:4–5	
	 [4]	Answer	not	a	fool	according	to	his	folly,	
	 	 lest	you	be	like	him	yourself.	
	 [5]	Answer	a	fool	according	to	his	folly,	
	 	 lest	he	be	wise	in	his	own	eyes.	(ESV)	
	
a.	Declaration:	We	say	gently	but	plainly,	this	isn’t	what	wisdom	does	(multiple	proverbs	delineate	what	
is	wise	from	what	isn’t,	we	hold	up	the	mirror	
b.	Description:	This	is	what	will	happen	if	you	continue	(eg.,folly	suffers	harm	Ps.	107:17	or	get	disgraced	
Prov.	3:35	or	Proverbs	10:8	brings	ruin)	
b.	Description:	This	is	how	folly	negatively	affects	your	life	and	ours	(multiple	proverbs	describe	the	
negative	impact	of	folly,	e.g.,	Proverbs	10:14,	a	fool	brings	ruin	near,	or	Prov.	13:20,	a	fool	suffers	harm)	
c.	Question:	How	long	will	you	resist	the	wisdom	that	would	heal	and	mend	us?	(Psalm	94:8,	Eccl.	7:16-
17)	
d.	If	I’ve	sinned,	tell	me	what	it	is.	If	I	haven’t,	why	do	you	strike	me?	
e.	Extraction:	Set	boundaries	
Proverbs	14:7	
	 [7]	Leave	the	presence	of	a	fool,	
	 	 for	there	you	do	not	meet	words	of	knowledge.		
	
The	rich	young	ruler,	Pharisees	angry	that	Jesus	heals	or	teaches	wisely	
	
3.	The	Scoffing	Neighbor:	Robs	you	of	your	dignity	
Little	Red	Riding	Hood	
Proverbs	21:10	
	 [10]	The	soul	of	the	wicked	desires	evil;	
	 	 his	neighbor	finds	no	mercy	in	his	eyes.		
What	is	a	scoffer?	
Proverbs	21:24	-	“Scoffer”	is	the	name	of	the	arrogant,	haughty	man	who	acts	with	arrogant	pride.	
	
[10]	My	son,	if	sinners	entice	you,	
	 	 do	not	consent.	
	 [11]	If	they	say,	“Come	with	us,	let	us	lie	in	wait	for	blood;	
	 	 let	us	ambush	the	innocent	without	reason;	
	 [12]	like	Sheol	let	us	swallow	them	alive,	
	 	 and	whole,	like	those	who	go	down	to	the	pit;	
	 [13]	we	shall	find	all	precious	goods,	
	 	 we	shall	fill	our	houses	with	plunder;	
	 [14]	throw	in	your	lot	among	us;	
	 	 we	will	all	have	one	purse”—	
	
1.	Scoffers	find	pleasure	in	meanness		
Proverbs	24:9	-	The	devising	of	folly	is	sin,	and	the	scoffer	is	an	abomination	to	mankind.	
	
Proverbs	29:8	-	Scoffers	set	a	city	aflame,	but	the	wise	turn	away	wrath.	
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"[…]	then	it's	nothing	for	you	to	do	but	enjoy	the	few	minutes	you	got	left	the	best	way	you	can	–	by	
killing	somebody	or	burning	down	his	house	or	doing	some	other	meanness	to	him.	No	pleasure	but	
meanness,"	he	said,	and	his	voice	had	become	almost	a	snarl.	(134)	The	Misfit	in	A	Good	man	is	hard	to	
find	
	
Illustration:		

• The	scoffer	is	not	the	person	who	acted	out	of	violence	in	a	moment	and	regrets	it	and	hates	it	
the	rest	of	their	lives.	The	scoffer	isn’t	the	theif	who	steals	because	his	family	has	no	food	or	the	
person	with	mental	unhealth	who	acts	out	on	a	terrible	moment.	(Lenny	Mice	and	Men)	

• A	scoffer	is	like	a	outside	group	that	inserts	itself	into	a	protest.	The	local	people	gather	with	
courage	and	peace	to	protest.	The	outside	group	comes	with	one	thing	in	mind—to	foment	
violence,	to	find	excuse	to	destroy	buildings	and	people.		

• A	scoffer	is	like	a	brown	recluse	spider.	It	hides	in	dark	corners	and	its	bite	can	severely	damage	
or	even	kill	you.	The	difference	between	a	scoffer	and	the	spider	however,	is	that	the	spider	is	
looking	to	harm	us.	The	scoffer	is.		They	devise	folly,	they	set	a	city	aflame.		

• The	scoffer	is	the	abuser	of	others	and	he	or	she	at	least	for	a	while,	finds	pleasure	in	inflicting	
the	abuse.	A	scoffer	isn’t	the	bully	on	fifth	grade	who	feels	insecure	and	needs	love,	the	bully	
who	loves	the	power	of	seeing	others	harmed.		

	
What	do	we	do?		
2.	But	the	scoffer	won’t	be	reasoned	with.		
	
Proverbs	9:7	-	Whoever	corrects	a	scoffer	gets	himself	abuse,	and	he	who	reproves	a	wicked	man	
incurs	injury.	

	
Proverbs	9:8	-	Do	not	reprove	a	scoffer,	or	he	will	hate	you;	reprove	a	wise	man,	and	he	will	love	
you.	

	
Proverbs	13:1	-	A	wise	son	hears	his	father's	instruction,	but	a	scoffer	does	not	listen	to	rebuke.	
	
In	fact,	Proverbs	15:12	-	A	scoffer	does	not	like	to	be	reproved;	he	will	not	go	to	the	wise.	
	
3.	Tempted	to	Vengeance	
Proverbs	20:22	
	
	 [22]	Do	not	say,	“I	will	repay	evil”;	
	 	 wait	for	the	LORD,	and	he	will	deliver	you.	(ESV)	
	
4.	Condemnation	to	the	scoffer,	we	have	to	say	no.	(out	of	love	for	the	naïve	and	defense	of	others)	
Proverbs	22:10	-	Drive	out	a	scoffer,	and	strife	will	go	out,	and	quarreling	and	abuse	will	cease.	
	
Proverbs	19:25	-	Strike	a	scoffer,	and	the	simple	will	learn	prudence;	reprove	a	man	of	
understanding,	and	he	will	gain	knowledge.	

	
Proverbs	19:29	-	Condemnation	is	ready	for	scoffers,	and	beating	for	the	backs	of	fools.	
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Proverbs	21:11	-	When	a	scoffer	is	punished,	the	simple	becomes	wise;	when	a	wise	man	is	
instructed,	he	gains	knowledge.	
	
Others	have	to	see	the	scoffer	confronted	or	they	won’t	learn:	
Proverbs	19:25	-	Strike	a	scoffer,	and	the	simple	will	learn	prudence;	reprove	a	man	of	
understanding,	and	he	will	gain	knowledge.	

	
Proverbs	21:11	-	When	a	scoffer	is	punished,	the	simple	becomes	wise;	when	a	wise	man	is	
instructed,	he	gains	knowledge.	
	
	
	
	
	
The	Grace	of	Excommunication/Judgement:	
Proverbs	9:7–8	
	 [7]	Whoever	corrects	a	scoffer	gets	himself	abuse,	
	 	 and	he	who	reproves	a	wicked	man	incurs	injury.	
	 [8]	Do	not	reprove	a	scoffer,	or	he	will	hate	you;	
	 	 reprove	a	wise	man,	and	he	will	love	you.		
	
Psalm	5:9-10	
	 [9]	For	there	is	no	truth	in	their	mouth;	
	 	 their	inmost	self	is	destruction;	
	 their	throat	is	an	open	grave;	
	 	 they	flatter	with	their	tongue.		
	 [10]	Make	them	bear	their	guilt,	O	God;	
	 	 let	them	fall	by	their	own	counsels;	
	 because	of	the	abundance	of	their	transgressions	cast	them		
	 out,	for	they	have	rebelled	against	you.		
Proverbs	17:5	
[5]	Whoever	mocks	the	poor	insults	his	Maker;	
he	who	is	glad	at	calamity	will	not	go	unpunished.	
	
First	thief	on	the	cross,	Herod,	Pharisees	
	
4.	The	Wounded	Soul	
“In	many	a	home	there	is	a	raw,	red	wound,	and	the	healing	of	that	wound	seems	very	far	away.”2		
“Broken	hearts	are	everywhere	in	this	world	of	tragedies.”3	
	
A.	Characteristics	
[13]	A	glad	heart	makes	a	cheerful	face,	
	 	 but	by	sorrow	of	heart	the	spirit	is	crushed.	(Prov.	15:13)	
	
																																																	
2	Amy	Carmichael,	Gold	by	Moonlight:	Sensitive	Lessons	from	a	Walk	with	Pain,	Chapter	Two,	“The	Dark	Wood,”	
(Kindle	Location	139	of	2625).	
3	Ibid.	

Weep with those who week, rejoice with those who rejoice 
Hurt those who weep, take the joy from those who rejoice 
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	 [14]	A	man's	spirit	will	endure	sickness,	
	 	 but	a	crushed	spirit	who	can	bear?	(Prov.	18:14,	see	also	Prov.	13:12)	
	
B.	Experience:	
Psalm	143:3–4	
	 [3]	For	the	enemy	has	pursued	my	soul;	
	 	 he	has	crushed	my	life	to	the	ground;	
	 	 he	has	made	me	sit	in	darkness	like	those	long	dead.	
	 [4]	Therefore	my	spirit	faints	within	me;	
	 	 my	heart	within	me	is	appalled.		
	
Psalm	88:3	
	
	 [3]	For	my	soul	is	full	of	troubles,	
	 	 and	my	life	draws	near	to	Sheol.		
	

“Mental	pain	is	less	dramatic	than	physical	pain,	but	it	is	more	common	and	also	more	hard	to	bear.	The	
frequent	attempt	to	conceal	mental	pain	increases	the	burden:	it	is	easier	to	say	“My	tooth	is	aching”	
than	to	say	“My	heart	is	broken.”4	

	
C.	Questions	

• How	long,	O	LORD?	Will	you	forget	me	forever?	
How	long	will	you	hide	your	face	from	me?	How	long	must	I	take	counsel	in	my	soul	
and	have	sorrow	in	my	heart	all	the	day?	How	long	shall	my	enemy	be	exalted	over	me?	(Ps.	13:1-4)		

• My	eyes	long	for	your	promise;	“When	will	you	comfort	me?”	.	.	.	
How	long	must	your	servant	endure?	When	will	you	judge	those	who	persecute	me?	(Ps.	119:82-84)	
Why	have	you	forsaken	me?	
	
D.	Temptations:	to	choose	naivete,	folly,	scoffing	or	woundedness	as	the	road	to	healing,	rather	than	
wisdom.		
	
E.	Our	Wisdom	Need:	Consolation	
Psalm	94:19	
	 [19]	When	the	cares	of	my	heart	are	many,	
	 	 your	consolations	cheer	my	soul.		
	
Job’s	Friends	at	first:	their	unwelcome	later	
Jesus	with	the	sick,	oppressed,	sinned	against,	blessed	are	those	who	mourn	.	.	.		
	

• Road	to	Emmaus	(1)	present	but	silent,	(2)	contact	with	God’s	provision	(each	other),	(3)	contact	
with	the	Lord	himself	in	a	veiled	way,	he	acts	as	if	he	will	go	on	(4)	clue	of	God’s	provision	hearts	
burn,	(5)	intimacy,	broke	bread.	

																																																	
4	C.S.	Lewis,	The	Problem	of	Pain	
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• Mary	John	20,	(1)	present	but	silent,	(2)	contact	with	God’s	provision	(angels),	(3)	contact	with	
the	Lord	himself,	but	in	a	veiled	way,	draws	out	her	heart	with	a	question,	why	are	you	weeping	
(4)	intimacy,	“Mary”	(5)	a	word	of	instruction	“don’t	cling	to	me	.	.	.	go”	

• Luke	7,	(1)	parable,	(2)	do	you	see	this	woman	(said	to	them),	(3)	now	to	her,	consolation.	
	
Bitter	in	soul,	terrible	loss,	multiplied	troubles,	full	of	pain,	feeling	abandoned	or	cast	out	by	God,	
receiving	the	double	wounds	of	“friends”	(Job)	
	
	
	
	
	
	
The	Relentless	Wise	Welcome	of	God’s	Grace	
Proverbs	1:22–23	[22]	“How	long,	O	simple	ones,	will	you	love	being		 simple?	How	long	will	scoffers	
delight	in	their	scoffing	and	fools	hate	knowledge?	[23]	If	you	turn	at	my	reproof,	behold,	I	will	pour	out	
my	spirit	to	you;	I	will	make	my	words	known	to	you.		
	

Weep	with	those	who	weep,	rejoice	with	those	who	rejoice	
I	have	no	strength	for	those	who	weep,	no	ability	to	smile	for	those	who	rejoice	


