
WEEK 10 | FAITH LETS GOD BE GOD 

DISCOVER: Before and while you read these passages ask the Spirit of God 
to illuminate your heart and mind and bring conviction and clarity of his truth 
for your life. Study the text and take some time during your own personal study 
to ask these four key questions:  

1. Who is God (what does this passage tell me about God’s character)? 
2. What Has God Done (how do I see God’s character in action here)? 
3. Who Am I (how does God’s character and action shape how I see myself)?  
4. What Do I Do (if I believe 1-3 how would I respond and relate to others)?  

Scripture: James 4: 11-17 

NURTURE: Confess out loud to one another areas of personal struggle or 
unbelief that the Spirit revealed during your personal study. Let the Spirit lead 
you to repentance and belief in the gospel as you work through this passage. 

1. Look at James 4:11-12. What does it mean to “speak evil against” someone?  

2.  In the sermon it was said, “There is a difference between confrontation for 
building someone up and condemnation for tearing someone down.” What does 
this mean?  



3.  James’s concerns seems to be that our speech should be an expression of love 
for others rather than a product of a desire to harm them. What must be 
considered if we are going to speak in a way that benefits others?  

4.  Do you think James’s words in v. 13 discourage planning for the future or 
seeking to control things? Why or why not? 

5. While you may plan to carry out your everyday responsibilities and plans, your 
attitude should be one of humble submission to God. What does James say in v.16 
about giving yourself the credit?  
 
During this time, let each person share how or where they need to repent 
and believe the truth of God revealed to them in Jesus. Take time to confess 
where you may be acting as a judge over others or king over yourself.  
Acknowledge that you need the Spirit’s help to lead you and to teach you how 
to continually trust God in all areas of life. Remind each other of the good 
news of Jesus’s grace, love and forgiveness that covers your evil speech, 
criticizing behavior and/or presumptuous planning. 

ACT: In light of your time together, what steps will you take to act on your new 
discoveries and affirmed beliefs? Listen and obey the Spirit as he calls us to bear 
fruit in keeping with repentance. Consider these questions:  

1. What truth about God and his work in Jesus Christ will you regularly rehearse 
this week to remind you that all of your life belongs to God? 
  
2. In the sermon we discussed how we can know the right thing to do and then 
act upon it (v.17). What steps are you taking this week to grow in intimacy with 
God? What does obedience to God look like as you life out the truth of the gospel 
in all of your life? 

3. One of our BLESS rhythms is “Speak.” Look for ways to speak the good news of 
the gospel to a friend, colleague, neighbor or family member this week. Ask 
others to pray for you as you seek to do this. 

What will you DO and who will you TELL about what God has done?


